Unit 20, Session

Jesus Calls His Disciples

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: When Jesus called His disciples, He called them
to follow His example of intentionally seeking the lost.

BACKGROUND PASSAGES: Luke 5:1-11,27-32; 612-16

In our culture today, people tend to recognize that

things are broken, whether that be at the '/ Voices from
individual, family, or societal level. Perhaps more Church History

than previous generations, people today feel “The creation became

comfortable and willing to speak transparently corruptible. Why and for
what reason? Because of
you, O man! For because
brokenness evident in society. They acknowledge you have a body which has
become mortal and subject
to suffering, the earth too

about their own brokenness as well as the

that things aren’t how they are supposed to be, so

why bother trying to hide that fact? has received a curse and
has brpught forth thorn_s
What areas of life come to mind when and thistles ... The creation

suffered badly because

of you, and it became
corruptible, but it has not
been irreparably damaged.”’

—John Chrysostom
(c.347-407)

you hear the word brokenness??
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Group Time

Jesus calls His disciples to trust His leading
(Luke 5:3-7).

3 He got into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a
little from the land. Then he sat down and was teaching the crowds from the boat.

“When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and
let down your nets for a catch.” > “Master,” Simon replied, “we’ve worked hard all
night long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I'll let down the nets.”

¢ When they did this, they caught a great number of fish, and their nets began to
tear. ” So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them;
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

Simon Peter and his partners weren't bad fishermen. They knew what they were doing.
They knew where to put their nets and when to put them down in order to get the best
catch of fish. Since Jesus likely was a carpenter by trade, they had significantly more
experience catching fish than He did. So Jesus’ instructions here not only were contrary
to traditional fishing strategy but also didn’t make sense in light of the fishermen’s
experience. Yet Simon Peter trusted Jesus and obeyed in an act of faith.

In what ways have you experienced God’s call to trust Him when the
conventional wisdom of the world would say otherwise?

Because God’s wisdom can look so different from the worldly wisdom we are used to,
sometimes trusting Him can seem illogical and impossible. But we must remember that
we aren’t putting blind trust in a religious system and hoping for the best. We aren’t
even putting blind trust in someone who has never been proven. We are trusting in a
Savior who has done the miraculous. We trust a God with a perfect résumé, a God who
keeps His promises, whose character can be trusted and who has proven Himself time
and time again.

What are some reasons we have to take God at His Word and by faith
take the next step He calls us to?
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Point 2: Jesus calls His disciples to fish for people
(Luke 5:8-11).

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’s knees and said, “Go away from me,
because I'm a sinful man, Lord!” ® For he and all those with him were amazed at the
catch of fish they had taken, '° and so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were
Simon’s partners.

“Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told Simon. “From now on you will be catching people.”

! Then they brought the boats to land, left everything, and followed him.

Consider the raw emotion of Simon Peter’s response here. The miracle he had just
witnessed and been a part of caused him to respond by recognizing Jesus as Lord and
confessing his own sinfulness. He essentially told Jesus: “Go away from me. You are
holy, like the Lord God of Israel. 'm sinful and insufficient. I don’t have what it takes
to keep up with You. ’'m not worthy to be in Your presence, much less follow You.” But
follow he would, and with a mission.

ISAIAH BEFORE THE LORD SIMON PETER BEFORE JESUS

Recognized his (Isa. 6:5) Recognized his (Luke 5:8)
Atoned with a (Isa. 6:6-7) Atonement on Jesus’
Mission of (Isa. 6:9-13) Mission of (Luke 5:10)

Why should Jesus’ holiness and power cause us to reckon with our own
sense of sinfulness and insufficiency?

Aren’t you glad this passage doesn’t end with a focus on Simon Peter’s insufficiency
but instead focuses on the complete sufficiency of Christ? In following Jesus, Simon
Peter and the other disciples would be made sufficient for the task of fishing for people
(see Matt. 4:19). The transformation of the disciples from fishermen to fishers of men
would happen not because of what they could do but because of the work that Jesus
could do in them. His sufficiency is more than enough to cover our insufficiency.
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Jesus calls His disciples to invite sinners to
repent (Luke 5:27-32).

%7 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax
office, and he said to him, “Follow me.” ?® So, leaving everything behind, he got up
and began to follow him.

?» Then Levi hosted a grand banquet for him at his house. Now there was a large
crowd of tax collectors and others who were guests with them. *° But the Pharisees
and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with
tax collectors and sinners?”

3! Jesus replied to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a doctor, but
those who are sick. ** I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Levi (also known as Matthew) immediately leveraged his circle of influence in order to
introduce his friends and coworkers to Christ. Called to follow Jesus, Levi, a former tax
collector, threw a big party and invited other tax collectors to come so they could also
meet Jesus. Levi utilized the relationships he already had so the non-disciples he knew
could be invited into a relationship with Jesus and challenged to change.

What is your tendency when presenting the gospel to other sinners?

Invitational Invitational and Challenging Challenging

How should Christians approach their relationships with non-Christian
friends, family members, and acquaintances?

Jesus was clear about the purpose of His ministry—to call sinners to repentance. Never
once did Jesus lose sight of this aim. Unfortunately, we can lose sight of this purpose

in our lives, churches, and ministries. We may turn our focus inward and lose sight

of engaging the lost and calling sinners to repentance. But evangelism must not be
sacrificed for the sake of discipleship, and vice versa.

Itis the duty and of every Christian

and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to make

of all nations, to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal

undergirded by a Christian
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My Mission
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Because Jesus gave up His life for us and we have committed to following Him, we
intentionally invest in others so that they might become His disciples as well.

* How is Jesus leading you to obey His

commands in faith instead of the living

by the world’s wisdom?

¢ What are some ways your group/
church can act corporately as a
tangible expression of Christ’s love
to your neighbors?

* Who is a person in your life with
whom you will explain the necessity
of repentance and challenge to follow
Jesus in faith?

Notes

'/ Voices from
Church History

“Trust is not a passive state

of mind. It is a vigorous act
of the soul by which we
choose to lay hold of the
promises of God and cling to
them despite the adversity
that at times seeks to
overwhelms us.”?

—Jerry Bridges (1929-2016)
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Daily Study

|
- Day 1: Read Luke 5:1-11
Isn’t it ironic that after getting the biggest catch of fish in his career, Peter left it all

behind to follow Jesus? Peter recognized that what Jesus was doing wasn’t about the fish
at all. Jesus was revealing who He is to Peter, James, and John. And so in response, they

left all of it behind to be with Jesus.

Sometimes in our lives, Jesus gives us gifts that are meant to draw us closer to Him,
but instead, we get so distracted by the gift that we end up neglecting Him more. The
point is never the gift. The point is always the Giver of gifts. Peter, James, and John
recognized that the gift they were given wasn't actually the amazing catch of fish. The
real gift was getting to see Jesus more clearly and getting the opportunity to be with
Him forever.

What gifts has God given you today? How can you use those gifts to go
deeper in your relationship with God? How can you use those gifts to
help others find a relationship with God through faith in Jesus?
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Day 2: Read 1Corinthians 1:18-25

In this passage we see how the Jews struggled because they wanted their works to be
enough and they wanted to see signs and miracles in order to believe. They were tied

up in the external. The Gentiles’ struggle was a desire for logic and reason to be their
North Star.

It’s not uncommon for us to struggle with both of these issues today. Some of us may
lean more one way than the other. Others may wrestle equally with both. The struggle
may manifest in legalistic tendencies where we get trapped into thinking that God’s love
for us is determined by the number of days we spend time in God’s Word. Or it could
play out in wrestling with obeying what God says when it doesn’t make sense from an
earthly standpoint, whether that be financially, relationally, or just level of risk.

In the midst of wherever you might struggle, the call to trust Christ is the same. He is
“wiser than human wisdom” and “stronger than human strength.” Trusting Him will
not let you down. But we must first be willing to take the leap of faith and trust Him
with our hearts and in our actions that follow.

In what ways have you experienced God helping you struggle through
either legalism (thinking that works earn God’s favor or salvation) or
through trusting human rationale more than God’s wisdom?

Day 3: Read Luke 5:27-32

Notice that Levi didn't invite a bunch of strangers to his dinner banquet to meet Jesus.
These were friends, neighbors, and colleagues. He maximized his regular relationships
in order to introduce people to Christ. Depending on where you live and what kind of
church you are a part of, your life might have lots of natural intersections with those
who don’t know Christ. But maybe you struggle to find ways to introduce your friends
to Jesus. Maybe you're afraid of rejection, losing friendships, or just the awkwardness of
the situation. Or you might live completely surrounded in a Christian bubble and have
no idea where to start building relationships with those who don’t know Jesus. If that’s
you, then you need to think about intersection rather than addition. Identify things you
already do where you can add intentionality to your interactions in order to better build
friendships with those who don’t know Jesus.

How can you take a step toward growth in the area of
evangelism today?
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Day 4: Read Luke 6:12-16

Jesus knew that Judas Iscariot would become a traitor even when He chose him to be
a disciple. And yet, He still chose him, befriended him, traveled with him, and taught
him—all with the knowledge that he would one day betray Him.

There are certainly many reasons Jesus did this, but one is the fact that God doesn’t love
us based on our performance. He knows we will sin. He knows we will betray Him.
(Let’s not forget, Peter betrayed Jesus too!) Yet He loves us because it’s who He is. In the
same way, when we are in Christ, we love those around us because of who we are, not
because of what people do for us.

Who are the people in your life who are the hardest to love, and what
would it look like to love them out of your identity in Christ, not out of an
expectation for something in return?

Day 5: Read Ephesians 6:18-20

When we read through Paul’s missionary journeys at a glance, it can seem like he was
so confident and bold, like he always knew what to say and when to say it. But that’s
just not the case. We see this clearly in these verses. Paul was making a vulnerable
prayer request. He was scared. He asked for prayer that the message would be given to
him, and he asked for boldness to speak as he should. He not only expressed fear about
knowing what to say but fear about actually saying it.

These verses can be such a great encouragement to us too. We aren’t alone! We aren’t
alone in our fears of sharing the gospel, in our struggle to know what to say, or in our
need for courage. Sharing the gospel can be scary—and it has been scary for Christians
ever since Jesus walked the earth. What a relief it is to know that we don’t have to get
rid of our fear in order to be faithful. We don’t have to muster up some false sense of
bravery or courage. We can ask God for help. We can ask Him to give us courage and
boldness. It doesnt have to come from us.

What fears do you have when it comes to sharing the gospel and calling
others to repentance?

Unit 20, Session 4
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Encourage One Another

Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
* Jesus calls His disciples to trust His leading (Luke 5:3-7).
* Jesus calls His disciples to fish for people (Luke 5:8-11).

* Jesus calls His disciples to invite sinners to repent (Luke 5:27-32).

@ How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

What is the best example you have seen firsthand of making friends
with non-Christians while also challenging them to repent and
follow Jesus?

Why should we think of repentance not so much as “bad news” but as a
necessary part of the “good news”?

Notes
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A Word from the Editor

Trevin Wax

General Editor—7he Gospel Project
AUTHOR OF MULTIPLE BOOKS, INCLUDING
This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in

Light of the Gospel

With this volume of 7he Gospel Project,
the storyline of the Bible shifts from the
Old Testament to the New, and we enter
the era in which God begins to fulfill His promise of salvation
through the person and work of Jesus Christ. In the sessions
that follow, you’ll take a closer look at the context surrounding
the birth of Jesus, the theological parallels between Adam and
Jesus (the last Adam), as well as the early ministry of Jesus.

|

Some of these stories will be familiar to you and the rest of your
group—the Christmas story, for example, or the story of Jesus’
temptation. In the familiar stories, we want to help you see
aspects of the Gospel accounts that you may have overlooked.
In the less familiar stories, we want to help you see the beauty
of Jesus’ interaction with all kinds of people with all kinds of
needs and all kinds of backgrounds.

Our hope as you study the Scriptures is that you will be
drawn to worship Jesus as the Savior and Lord who fulfills
God’s original intention for us as His people. Here we see a
Jesus withstanding temptation, calling disciples, loving the
unlovable, and battling the evil one. May your worship of this
Savior lead you to faithful obedience to His call in extending
grace and mercy and the message of salvation to those

around you.
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